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Media Release    For immediate release 5 November 2013  

                 
 

WWF: Scaled up renewables a viable solution to 
cutting dangerous emissions 
 
Gland, Switzerland – Humanity is waking up to the damage that fossil fuels inflict on our 
planet and scientific evidence again reiterates the scale of the problem and the urgency 
of taking action, says WWF.  
 
The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Emission Gap Report 2013 – released today 
(5 November 2013) - comes hot on the heels of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change’s The Physical Science Basis report, and again highlights the need for cuts in 
CO₂  emissions before 2020, without which it will be both difficult and very expensive to 
avoid the worst impacts of climate change. 
 
“The Emission Gap 2013 report shows that we are on the wrong path – emissions are 
rising faster than predicted. There’s only so much CO₂ we can pump into the 
atmosphere before we lock ourselves in to really dangerous climate instability. We can 
still change course, but UNEP tells us we have to act now, before 2020,” says 
Samantha Smith, leader of the WWF Global Climate & Energy Initiative. 
 
Opportunities exist to cut emissions now but political will is required to unlock them.  
 
“Putting off action until later will not only be more expensive, it may not work. Waiting for 
a new global deal to kick in after 2020 is not an option. At the next round of climate 
negotiations in Warsaw, governments have to commit to immediate action on a just 
transition out of fossil fuels and into renewable energy, as well as the long-term targets 
we need for a global climate deal,” says Smith. 
 
Leveraging the needed amount of funds to fill the existing gap faces many barriers. “That 
is why WWF is leading a global campaign [1] to directly influence financial and 
government actions to move at least US$40 billion out of fossil fuels, and into renewable 
energy,” she says. 
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1. WWF’s global campaign is Seize Your Power. 
  
For more information please contact 

 
Mandy Jean Woods mwoods@wwf.org.za / +27 82 553 4211 (please send SMS if urgent) @MandyJeanWoods 
Samantha Smith ssmith@wwf.no  / @pandaclimate 
 
About WWF 
WWF is one of the world’s largest and most respected independent conservation organisations, with over 5 million 
supporters and a global network active in over 100 countries. WWF's mission is to stop the degradation of the earth's 
natural environment and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature, by conserving the world's 
biological diversity, ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable, and promoting the reduction of 
pollution and wasteful consumption. 
 
The Global Climate & Energy Initiative (GCEI) is WWF’s global programme addressing climate change, promoting 
renewable and sustainable energy, scaling up green finance, engaging the private sector and working nationally and 
internationally on implementing low carbon, climate resilient development.  
 
See www.panda.org/news for latest news and media resources and Seize Your Power! campaign news 
Read The Energy Report at www.panda.org/energyreport 
 
Seize Your Power!  Read and sign the global renewable energy campaign pledge here: www.panda.org/seizeyourpower 
 
 
 
 


